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- - My Loyd Fuſtice General and Rema- 
' * mgmt Honourable Lords of Fuſticiary 


Look upon it as the undoubted Privilege of. the -meaneft, SubjeR, to explain his own words 
iftzthe moſt benign Senſe, DENG: . 

And even when-Perſons 'are under an evil Charafter,--the miſconſtruction of words, in 

themſelves not ill, - can only amount ro Prefumption or Ageravation, and not a Crime. 

| * - But it is ſtrangely alledged. ( as well as impoſſible to make any that knows me tclieve) 

that | could -intend- any thing, but what was honeſt and honourable, ſuitable ro the Principles of 
my Religion and Loyalty, though Idid not explain my felf ar all. 

My Lotd, pray be not offended, that take up a little of yourtimeto tell you, þ have from my 

youth made it my bulinels to ſerve his Majeſty faithfully ; and have conſtantly to my power, 

appeared in his ſervice, eſpecially inall: times of difficulty ; and haye never joyned, nor complicd with 

any Intereſt 'br Party}, conrrary to "his Majeſties Authority, but have all along ſerved him in his 
own way, without a frown from his Majeſty theſe thirty years, 

As ſoon: as paſſed the Sthools and. Colledges,' 1 went to travel to France and Italy in the be- 
ginning-of the year-1547. and continued. abroad till;;the end of the year 1649, 

My firſt appearance in the World, was to ſerve his Majeſty, as Collonel of his Foot-guard ; 
and though at that-tinie all the Commiſſions were given by the then, Parliament, yer 1 would not 
ferve without a Cominiffion fromhis Majeſty, which I nave ſtill the Honour to have by me, 

After the misfortune -of -Worerfter,” | continued in Arms for his Majeſties ſervice, when Scotland 
was overrufi with the Ulurpers, .and\ was zlone with ſome of my Friends in Arms, in the year 
1652. and Vid then keep up ſome appearance of Oppoſition to them by taking ſeveral of the Callles 
they had garHoned in' eArgyle-ſbire.y, and taking and killing three hundred of them in one day. At- 
ter which joyned with thote his Majelty had Commiſhaned, and ſtood our to thelift, till the Earl 
of Hiddleton his Majefties Lwuetehtent General give me; order £0 capitulate, which -1 did-withour 
any other engagement to the Rebels, bur bail to live peaceably,z and did at my capitulating, relieve 
leyeral Priſoners by exchange, whereof my Lord Grenard out of the Caſtle of Edenborouzh vas one, 

" Is it not well known that 1 was impriſoned by the Uſurpers, who was to jealous of me, thac 

| - Contrary ta. their faith, they ſeized on me, and kept me, fram Prijon ro Prilon, till his Majeſtics 

| happy Reſfaurationg only becauſe F would not Enpage nbr] to ſerve hich ahoyeh rhe as dv 
' Oath required ? | Th 92, 6 T5 : 


I do with alt Gratitude acknowledge his Majeſties Bounty and Royal Favours to me when | was 
purſued before the Parliament in the year 1662. His Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed not to ſend me 
downinany opprobrious way, but upon a bare verbal Bail, upon which I came down Poſt, and 
preſented my felf a fortnight before the time z and having ſatisfied his Majeſty at that time, of my 
entire Loyilty, I did not ofter to plead by Advacates, and his Majcſty was not only pleaſed to par- 
don my life, and to reſtore ttic to a Title 'and Fortune, but to put m8 in truſt in his Service in 
the moſt eminent Judicatoties of the Kingdom 3 and to heap Favours upon me beyond what- 
ever | did, or can deſerve, though I hope his Majxſty hath always. found me faithful and 
thankful, and ready to beſtow all 1 have, or can have , for his Service; and hope he never 
had, nor never ſhall have ground to repent any Favour he hath Jdone me: If 1 were now 
ouilty of the'four Crimes libelled, I ſhould think my felf a great Villian. 

In the Proſecution of the Story of my Life in the year 1666. when the Rebellion broke 
out,that was repreſſed at Pentland Hills,upon a bare Advertiſement from the now Lord Archbiſhop 
St. Andrews, without any order cither from the Council or General, 'the intercourſe bein 
ſtopped, did | not bring rogether about two. thouſand men, and ſent a Gentleman to Gener 
Dailyel , offering to joyn with him, if the Rebellion had not preſently been happily cruſhed? 
And when I met with conſiderable trouble from my Neighbours rebelliouſly in Arms,and had Com- 
miſſions both in publick and private accounts, have [ not carried dutifully ro his Majeſty , 
and done what was commanded with a juſt Moderation, which I can prove under the Hands of 
mine Encmies, and by many infallible 2-monſtrations ? 

Pardon me yeta few words. .Did I not in this preſent Parliament ſhewmy readineſs to ſerve His 
Majeſty and the Royal Family in aſſerting _— y the Lineal Legal Succeſſion of the Crown, and 
had a care to have it exprefſcd in the Commiſſions of the Shires and Boronghs in which I had ifitereſt ? 
was | not for offering proper ſupplies to His Majeſty and his Succeſſor ? And did Inot concur to bind 
the Lindlords for their Tenants, though was mainly concerned ? And have I nor always keep'd my 
Tenants in obedience to His Majeſty ? : 

} fay all this, not to arrogate any thing to ry ſelf for doing what I was in Honour and Duty 
bound to his Majeſty; Bur if after all this, upon no other ground, but words that were ſpoken in 
ablolute Innocence, and without the leaſt deſign, except for clearing my o05:n Conſcience, and that 
are not capable of the ill ſenſe wreſted from them by the Libel, 1 ſhould be further troubled, what 
aſſurance can any of the greateſt Quality, Truſt, or Innocence have, that they are ſecure, eſpecially 
conſidering, that fo many ſcruples have been ſtarted, as all know, not only by many of. the Ortho- 
dox Clergy, but by whole Presbyteries, Synods, and ſome Biſhops, which were thought ſo conſide- 
rable, that an eminent Biſhop did take the pains to write a Treatiſe (which was read in Council, and 
allowed to be Printed, and a Copy given to me), which contains expreſſions that may be ſtretched 
to a wortke ſenſe than Iam charged tor. Have | not ſhewed my Zeal to all the ends of the Teſt ? 
How then can it be imagined, that | have any finiſter deſign in any thing that I have ſaid? If I had 
done any thing contrary to the whole conrſe of my Life, which 1 hope ſhall not be found, yet one 
AR might pretend to be excuſed by a'Habit. But nothing being queſtioned bur the ſenſe #, words 
milcontirued to the greateſt beight, and ſtretched to imaginaty inclinations, quite contrary to my 
ſcope and defign z and fo far contrary, not only .to my Sente, but Principles, Intereſt and Duty, 
that I hope my Lord Advocate will chink he hath gone too far in this Proceſs, and fay plainly what 
he knows to be true by his acquaintance with me, both 'in publicR and private, that | am neither Pays/# 
nor Phanatick,, but am truly Loyal in my Principles and PraQtice, | 

The hearing of this Libel would trouble me beyond moſt of the Sufferings of my Life, if my In- 
nocence did not ſupport me, and the hopes of being vindicated of this and other calumnies before this 
pablick and Noble Auditory. 

[ leave my Defences to theſe Gentlemen that plead for me : They know my Innocence, and how 
groundleſs that Eibel is, I ſhall only ſay, As my Life has been moſt of it ſpent in ſerving and ſuffer- 
ing for his Majeſty, ſo whatever be the event of this proceſs, | reſolve, while I breathe, to be loyal 
and faithfol to his Majeſty ; and whether live publickly or in obſcurity, my head, my heart, nor 
my hand,: ſhall never be watiting where | can be uſeful to his Majeſties ſervice y and while I live, and 
when I die, I ſhall pray, that God Almighty would bleſs His Majeſty with a long, happy and pro: 
perous Reign, ahd that the Lineal Legal Succeſſors of the Crown, may continue Monarchs over all 
His Majeſties Dominions, and be Defenders of the true Primitive Chriſtian Apoſtolick: Catholick 
Proteſtant Religion, white Sun and Moonendure. 
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